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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 413. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Elizabeth 
Prelogar, of Idaho, to be Solicitor Gen-
eral of the United States. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 413, Eliza-
beth Prelogar, of Idaho, to be Solicitor Gen-
eral of the United States. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Ben Ray Luján, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Cory A. Booker, Jack 
Reed, Richard J. Durbin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Christopher A. Coons, Richard 
Blumenthal, Jacky Rosen, Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand, Gary C. Peters, Chris Van 
Hollen, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Michael 
F. Bennet. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 471. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Beth Robinson, 
of Vermont, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 471, Beth 
Robinson, of Vermont, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Jeff Merkley, Tammy 
Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Brian 
Schatz, Patrick J. Leahy, Alex Padilla, 
Jack Reed, Chris Van Hollen, Chris-
topher Murphy, Jacky Rosen, Edward 
J. Markey, Martin Heinrich, Chris-
topher A. Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 363. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Toby J. 
Heytens, of Virginia, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fourth 
Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 363, Toby 
J. Heytens, of Virginia, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Ben Ray Luján, 
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher A. 
Coons, Elizabeth Warren, John 
Hickenlooper, Jacky Rosen, Brian 
Schatz, Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Richard 
Blumenthal, Benjamin L. Cardin, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, Cory A. Booker, 
Raphael Warnock, Alex Padilla. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum calls 
for the cloture motions filed today, Oc-
tober 25, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NICARAGUA 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, it has 
now been more than 4 months since 
Daniel Ortega’s police arrested and 
subsequently disappeared political op-
position leaders Felix Maradiaga and 
Juan Sebastian Chamorro in Nica-
ragua. On June 8, police stopped 
Maradiaga’s vehicle, forcibly removed 
him, and took him away. Later that 
day, over 40 police officers forced their 
way into Chamorro’s home and ar-
rested him as well. For nearly 3 
months, they were held in undisclosed 
locations, without access to their law-
yers, doctors, or families and without 
being charged with any crime. They 
were reportedly kept in solitary con-
finement, subjected to frequent inter-
rogations, deprived of sleep, and they 
have each lost 20 to 25 pounds. 

In August, they were indicted for op-
erating an international conspiracy to 
funnel foreign resources ‘‘to provide 
logistical support and create favorable 
conditions to harm the supreme inter-
ests of the nation.’’ These charges, 
which are blatantly political, were 
brought before an unnamed judge in a 
secret hearing in which their lawyers 
were not permitted to be present. This 
is what is called ‘‘justice’’ in Nicaragua 
today. Nothing more than a sham proc-
ess intended to silence Daniel Ortega’s 
political opposition, and it is yet an-
other example of the flagrant repres-
sion and abuses of human rights that 
have become a trademark of his gov-
ernment. 

This summer alone, more than 30 
other opposition leaders were subjected 
to similar abuses, and the government 
is reportedly currently unlawfully de-
taining more than 150 political pris-
oners, including former Ambassador to 
the United States Arturo Cruz who is 
known to many of us. He was kept in 
solitary confinement for approxi-
mately 80 days, has reportedly lost 40 
pounds, and is even denied access to 
reading material so he has almost no 
way of learning about current events 
outside the prison walls. 

There is only one explanation for 
such blatant injustices and cruelty in-
flicted on individuals who have done 
nothing that would remotely amount 
to a crime under international law or 
in most countries of the world, and 
that is that Daniel Ortega is afraid. He 
knows that if he allows a free and fair 
election, he and his wife Rosario 
Murillo, the Vice President, would al-
most certainly lose. 
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